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Message from the Principal 
by robert.l.carter@lcps.org   
  
Dear Banneker Families, 
It is hard to believe that we have completed one quarter of the school year already. It has 
been my great pleasure to serve as your principal and I look forward to the three quarters to 
come. 
  
October was a great month at Banneker. We celebrated Bus 
Driver Appreciation Week, had a school bus evacuation drill, 
hosted a student principal for the day, launched a great book 
fair in the library with our Stories Under the Stars event. 
Additionally, we continued our character program called the 
Positivity Project. Whew, what a great month. 
  
November is sure to bring us a load of fun, as well. This week, 
author Henry Cole plans to stop by for an assembly in the 
library. Make sure to join us during the week of November 
11-15 for American Education Week. Check your child(ren)'s 
classroom newsletter to get updated on when their AEW 
activity is. We cannot wait to see many of our families 
throughout the week. Please let your teacher or the office 
know if you are planning on attending lunch that week so that 
we can prepare enough food for all of our visitors. 
  
PBIS Updates 
PBIS stands for Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports. During the month of October, 
students continued to earn Broncos for instances of respecting self, respecting others, and 
respecting property. Ask your child how many Broncos they earned in October. Broncos are 
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tallied at the end of each month, and the class with the highest number of Broncos earns a 
reward. September's 
reward was won by Ms. 
Lynch's 3rd grade class 
who got to have "the 
best seat in the house" 
lunch with me on the 
stage. October's reward 
is Flash Mob Mystery. The 
winner of October's 
bronco challenge was 
Mrs. Maulfair’s fourth 
grade class. 
  
SCA 
We were so excited to bring back our Student Council Association this year with the staff 
leadership of Joyce Shanholtzer. Students made posters and speeches on the morning show. I 
am proud to announce that these students were elected: Faith Sellers—President, Xavier 
Gurdak—Vice President, Rory Shigaki—Treasurer and Zylah Lee—Secretary. I am excited to 
see what great ideas we will discuss during our monthly SCA meetings. Although only 4 
positions were filled, every student who ran and participated in the election process is a 
WINNER! 
  
Say “Thank You” to a Bus Driver! 
What a wonderful way to celebrate bus drivers!!! Our 
drivers were so excited to receive the cards from 
students and the goodies provided by the Banneker PTO 
on October 23rd. Bus drivers have a very important job 
to do, and we are so grateful for all that they do. Thank 
you Cy Acord, Brenda Taylor,  and Christy Irvin for 
organizing this effort.  
  
Turkey Trot Pep-Rally and Reading Incentive Kickoff 
We will be kicking off our fall reading challenge next 
week. Did you know that your child has the power to determine who will be the “Turkey of the 
Year” during the Turkey Trot on November 26th? More information will be coming home about 
this when the reading incentive paperwork goes home. 
  
Veterans Day Festivities  
Mrs. Sharon Allen has requested our families of veterans to submit a picture of their veteran 
along with the branch of the military for which they served. We look forward to honoring our 
veterans during the Veterans Day Breakfast at Banneker ES on Monday, November 11th. The 

 

  
 



 
  

 
school nutrition office is providing a special treat (cookie) to any veteran who attends lunch 
with their child or grandchild on November 11th. 
 
School Nutrition Updates: 
We are thrilled that students are enjoying lunch as much as they are. In fact, students have 
discovered that they can buy an extra entree on days when they can’t get enough of the 
yummy entree choices. Keep in mind that this extra entree costs $2.50, so make sure there is 
extra money on your child’s account to account for their extra appetite. Please remember 
that Trick-or-Treating candy is no substitute for a well balanced lunch. There is a plastic storage 
container in the office to collect donated candy for the Middleburg Parade on December 
7th. Thank you. 
 
ParentVUE: 
Thank you to all the parents who came out for end or quarter conferences during the teacher 
work days. By way of reminder, Banneker will not be sending paper report cards this year. All 
families will be able to access the report cards via ParentVUE on November 11, 2019. You may 
pick up a copy of your child’s paper report card by requesting the office to print one.  
Make sure to stay in touch with us by following us on twitter @Banneker_ES use the hashtag 
#BANFAM. You can also follow me on twitter @rdotcarter1 or on instagram @mr_carter_lcps. 
  
Sincerely, 
Mr. Robert L. Carter, Principal 

In the Library  
by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org  

We had a busy month because we had our first book fair of the 
year!  It was such a whirlwind and an amazing experience! 
Thank you to everyone who came and shopped at the book fair. 
The students had a great time.  It was so wonderful to see how 
excited they got over all the books they were able to buy and 
take home with them.  Thank you to everyone as well who came 
out for the Stories Under the Stars Event.  It was wonderful to see 

so many families come out and be a part of that event.  We will have another book 
fair in the spring that will be a buy one, get one event, so keep your eyes out for that in 
the spring.   

Now that the book fair is packed up, just a reminder to please be sure to have 
students return books on their library day so they can check out new items.  You can 
check out our school library webpage to access the library catalog and see some of 
the library policies.   
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Tech in the School 
by meaghan.stevens@lcps.org   

As we get further into the school year and the students become 
comfortable with their devices please remember that these 
devices are for school use and should be used in that capacity. 
Loudoun County does monitor the content of these devices. 
Here is a quote from the Parent Webpage that has information 

specifically for parents about the student devices.   

“Are student Chromebooks filtered or monitored when off school property? 
Yes, regardless of the wireless network the device is connected to, internet traffic on 
student chromebooks is always routed through the LCPS internet content filter. In 
addition, LCPS uses a monitoring service called Gaggle, which monitors the content of 
students’ email, Google Drive, and Office 365 OneDrive and reports content that is 
concerning.” 
We want students to use these devices and be comfortable with them and make sure 
they are using them for school work.  Remember we do have resources available  

online if you or the students have questions about their devices.  There is a student 
brochure and a webpage for you and the students to browse.   

 

Physical Education: 
by Brad.Moss@lcps.org 

The brisk weather ...going outside with the crunch of the leaves under feet.... and a 
perfect spiral leaving your hand!  These are the things I think of when I think of 
Banneker PE in the great fall outdoors.  These are also the sounds of a great recess. 
We need to stay active during recess and running club too!  Don’t forget to always 
have a coat or sweater to take outside during those cool mornings.  Let’s really try to 
get some color on our cheeks as the season goes on.  Also, the hike was a miss due to 
weather.  Next time we will show up and go from there.  There were a good bit of 
people who wanted to go.  We will see about setting another one up and put it out 
there for all to join.  Our afterschool sports club has been a hit.  The kids are staying 
busy the whole time.  We will have another on after the holidays.  I look forward to it 
every time.   Go Broncos! 
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School Counseling: 

by Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org  

When is it safe to leave a child home alone?  

     For many parents, answering this question can be difficult.  Children who are in middle 
school or younger should have direct adult supervision.   

  Loudoun County Child Protective Services suggests the following guidelines to assist 
parents in deciding when (and if) their child may be old enough to stay alone.  Please be 
aware that these are only guidelines and that there may be situations, even within these 
guidelines, when it is not safe to leave a child unsupervised. 

  

Age 0-9 - Should NOT be left unsupervised 
Age 10 - 12 - Should NOT be left unsupervised for more than 3 hours 

Age 13 – 18 - May be left alone for longer than 3 hours 
Age under 16 - Should not be left alone overnight 

  Children and/or babysitters should have emergency telephone numbers and a 
telephone number to locate a parent or designated responsible adult.  For more information, 
please call (703) 771-KIDS (5437).   Contact Mrs. Shanholtzer, by email 
(Joyce.Shanholtzer@lcps.org) or by phone at Banneker (540) 751 - 2480 if you need assistance 
in locating before or after school childcare for your Banneker student. 

Music:  

by Spencer.Duggan@lcps.org 
      @MrDugganMusic 

It’s fall in the music room and our young musicians are hard at work.  Fifth 
graders will continue to hone their instrument skills and begin applying more 
advanced rhythms and melodic notation in preparation for recorder in the future. 
Fourth graders will play games to reinforce rhythmic notation as well as develop the 
ability to sing partner songs in tune.  Third graders will continue working on their 
crossover bordun (Left, Right, Cross) and hone their pentatonic singing skills through 
improvisation and singing games.  Second graders will work hard with a variety of 
percussion instruments and work on understanding and hearing the difference 
between the sub-families.  First graders will continue to apply steady beat to a variety 
of instruments, practice using their singing voices in smaller groups, and will take their 
first steps towards music literacy.  Later in the month, all students will begin practicing 
for their holiday sing-a-long. 
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  EL News 
by:  DeeDee Livesay Slivesay@lcps.org 

It’s hard to believe that November is here and we have finished the first quarter.  We 
will be hosting parent/teacher conferences Monday and Tuesday, November 4th and 
5th.  I look forward to talking with you about your child.   

We will finish the month of November with Thanksgiving/Fall break.  This is a special 
time to spend with friends and family.  I would like to share a Thanksgiving tradition that 
a dear friend of mine shared with me years ago: 

“I am thankful for…….” Tablecloth 

You will need:    

-solid color material table cloth   
-Sharpie markers - various colors  
 
 
What to do: 
 
*place the table cloth on the table 
*friends and family gather/sit around the table 
*friends and family share what/who they are thankful for and have them write it on the 
table cloth - have them include their own name and year 
*if a child is too young to write the words, allow him/her to draw a picture of what/who 
he/she is thankful for 
*each year, use the same table cloth - have someone read what was written from the 
previous year and add to it each year 
 
I am truly thankful and feel blessed to be working with your child here at Banneker 
Elementary School!!  Happy Thanksgiving! 
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PTO Corner 
Fall is here and so it a fun filled November and December! 

Thank you for coming out to our two locations for the Bake Sale during election day. 
Your patronage was appreciated. 

Afterschool Art Class will be starting on November 12th and run for 6 weeks, finishing 
up right before winter break.  Look for flyers to sign up coming home this week!  This 
program will be taught by Ms. Beach directly after school until 3:45pm.   

Candy donations needed!  Banneker will be once again collecting new Halloween 
candy and candy canes from November 1st-26th to be used for Banneker’s float in 
the Middleburg Parade on December 7th.  Save a trip to the dentist and drop off your 
excess candy in the collection bin in the front office.  More details on how your student 
can participate on Banneker’s float will be coming home in their folder. 

The Annual Turkey Trot is coming soon!  Look for those details coming home as well.  

Our next PTO meeting is Tuesday, November 12th from 9:30-10:30 am in the 
multi-purpose room.  We hope to see you there! 

 
 

 

  
 


